Beamer Memorial Conservation Area: Summary

Overview and Purpose

Beamer Memorial Conservation Area (BMCA), located in Grimsby, Ontario, is a 63.8-
hectare property atop the Niagara Escarpment, known for its panoramic views, waterfalls,
and spring hawk migration. Managed by Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority (NPCA),
BMCA is designated as an Escarpment Natural Area under the Niagara Escarpment Plan
(NEP) and contains Life Science Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI). BMCA and
other conservation areas along the escarpment are part of the Niagara Escarpment Parks
and Open Space System (NEPOSS). The Background Report is the first phase in developing
a multi-year Management Plan to guide conservation, recreation, infrastructure, and
community engagement.

Management Plans in the context of other Strategies

The BMCA Management Plan will be developed in the context of several other strategic
documents, including the Conservation Area Strategy and NPCA Strategic Plan 2021-
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e Adapt & Sustain: Climate readiness and green infrastructure.

¢ Inspire & Engage: Education, stewardship, and partnerships.
Planning Process Figure 1: Strategic Context of Management Plans
The management plan will unfold in four phases:

1. Background Research - data gathering & Background Report

2. Engagement & Concept Development —guided by IAP2 principles.

3. Draft & Final Plan Development - incorporating feedback and informed by
background research, legislative framework, etc.


https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-parks-and-protected-areas#section-5
https://nebnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2021-NEPOSS-Planning-Manual.pdf
https://hdp-ca-prod-app-npca-getinvolved-files.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/7217/4555/2597/303c111e58682eb3c4c4f21f867011cf_2024-CA_Strategy-Final.pdf
https://npca.ca/images/uploads/common/Strat_Plan_-_2021-31_Web.pdf
https://npca.ca/images/uploads/common/Strat_Plan_-_2021-31_Web.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.iap2.org/resource/resmgr/pillars/2017_core_values-24x36_iap2_.pdf

4. Implementation - putting the Management Plan into action.

STAGES OF THE
MANAGEMENT
PLANNING PROCESS

SCOPE & DEFINE:
lentify plannin
astablish

GATHER INFORMATION:

Assemble sources of relevant information on the
property and assess information quality. Develep
background documents.

PLAN DEVELOPMENT:
Draft the plan with input from authority staff,

community members, and stakeholders

OBTAIN APPROVAL:

Submit the draft plan for approval.

IMPLEMENT PLAN:
Put approved actions into practice and engage the
community in implementation.

MONITOR & EVALUATE:

Natural and Cultural Heritage Significance

BMCA is part of the Carolinian Life Zone, Canada’s most biodiverse ecoregion, and is also a
part of the Niagara Escarpment Biosphere Reserve, a United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCOQO) designation, representing the largest and
most connected forest in southern Ontario. BMCA is also designated as both and ANSI and
an Important Bird Area (IBA). Beamer Memorial is one of many NPCA conservation areas
that are contributing to Canada’s Protected and Conserved Areas database, also called
30x30, and is one of the Geosites within the Aspiring Niagara Geopark system, another
UNESCO designation.

e Geology: Dolostone cliffs, glacial formations, karsted limestone, and fossil-rich
sedimentary rock.

e Hydrology: Forty Mile Creek, gorge and waterfalls, Type 1- critical fish habitat.



https://www.ontario.ca/document/significant-wildlife-habitat-technical-guide/appendix-description-ramsar-sites-biosphere#section-2
https://www.unesco.org/en/mab/niagara-escarpment
https://www.unesco.org/en
https://www.ibacanada.com/site.jsp?siteID=ON023
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/conserved-areas.html#related-initiatives
https://www.niagarageopark.com/
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/species-especes/sara-lep/act-loi/habitat-eng.html

o Terrestrial Ecosystems: Diverse vegetation and wildlife, including species at risk,
significant concentration point for migrating raptors.

e Cultural Heritage: The Niagara Escarpment and trail system are likely to have
cultural significance to First Nations and Indigenous peoples. Further information
will be sought during the engagement process.

NPCA staff have been conducting a comprehensive assessment of the ecological
significance and biodiversity of BMCA. The Ecological Report will highlight the diverse
vegetative communities, old growth forests, critical habitats that support a wide range of
species, including Species at Risk (SAR) and other natural heritage features of significance.
Key ecological components being surveyed include plants, large and small mammals —
including bats, birds, reptiles, and amphibians. They report will outline methodologies
used for ecological surveys and will provide recommendations for habitat protection and
site management.

To complement data and information collected by NPCA staff, data from Niagara Peninsula
Hawkwatch, Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, Natural Heritage Information Centre, iNaturalist,
eBird, local naturalists, and other community science resources will be compiled.

Continued monitoring, public education, and strategic planning will ensure the long-term
ecological integrity of BMCA.

Infrastructure

BMCA is classified as a “Passive” conservation area. Passive recreation involves low-
intensity activities that require minimal facilities and equipment. Existing infrastructure
includes:

e Three parking lots (limited capacity).

e Washroom facilities (vault toilets, subject to recent vandalism).
e Trail system (Bruce Trail and NPCA trails).

e Viewing towers and railings

e Memorial benches

e Scout Hut

e Multiple access points above and below the escarpment.

e Signage (aging kiosk sign, Geopark, Bruce Trail, risk management,
information/educational signage, trail signs & markers)


https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/07e06
https://nphawkwatch.ca/
https://nphawkwatch.ca/

Visitor Experience and Feedback

Visitor feedback for Beamer Memorial Conservation Area is overwhelmingly positive, with

users praising its scenic views, peaceful atmosphere, and well-maintained trails. Many

appreciate the free parking and accessibility of some paths, though concerns were raised

about limited parking capacity, unclear trail signage, and lack of accessible parking, or

being able to get to accessible trails. The washroom facilities were frequently noted as

unavailable or in poor condition, likely due to recent incidents of vandalism. While most

visitors enjoyed the lookout points, birdwatching opportunities, and seasonal beauty, some

expressed frustration with trail navigation, off-leash dogs, and vandalism.

Key feedback includes:

Desire for improved trail maps and signage.
Accessibility concerns (parking and trail access).
Need for clean, available washrooms.

Appreciation for free parking and scenic views.

Opportunities and Constraints

Opportunities: Trail upgrades, accessibility improvements, community
stewardship, and enhanced signage.

Constraints: Vandalism, unsanctioned activities, ecological sensitivity, and
infrastructure limitations.

Policy and Legislative Context

BMCA’s management is shaped by federal, provincial, and municipal legislation:

Federal: Species at Risk Act, Fisheries Act, Migratory Birds Convention Act.

Provincial: Conservation Authorities Act, Planning Act and Provincial Planning
Statement, Niagara Escarpment Plan, Greenbelt Act, Endangered Species Act,
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act.

Municipal: Town of Grimsby and Niagara Region Official Plans.

NPCA Internal: Strategic Plan, Conservation Areas Strategy, Land Securement
Strategy, Watershed-based Resource Management Strategy, Climate Action Plan



NOTE: Because BMCA is part of NEPOSS, the Management Plan will need to be endorsed
by the Niagara Escarpment Commission and approved by the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry to ensure compliance with NEPOSS.
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